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ing mind, improved very much on the original idea, and suggested 
the revival of the ancient Welsh Eisteddfods, and the forming of 
a Society, whose objects should not only embrace Mr. Rowland's 
wishes, but also other subjects connected with Welsh Literature 
and Antiquities. Some communications took place In conse- 
quence between Mr. Rowland, Mr. Jenkins, and the Rev; Walter 
Davies, and a meeting of friends to the project was held at 
Kerry in the month of August following, when the Bishop was 
present; and it was finally determined, that a public meeting 
should be convened at Carmarthen on the ensuing 20th of Octo- 
ber, for forming a society for obtaining the objects in view, and 
measures were immediately taken to arrange the subjects to be sub- 
mitted to its consideration. This meeting was accordingly held, and 
most respectably attended, the proposed society formed, and Mr, 
Rowland elected Secretary, as is already known to the public. 
These particulars are the more minutely stated, as they contain 
the primary ideas suggested, and the first steps taken, towards 
forming the Cambrian Society. 

R. 

[To be concluded in the next Number.] 



TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 



PARISH OF LLAN-SILIN, IN THE COUNTY OP 
DENBIGH. 

[Continued from the lint Xumber.] 

§ 8. Amcibnt Houses — Men of Note, &c. — " In the porch 
of the Church of Whitchurch, near Denbigh (says Mr. Pennant), 
is a brass plate, on which are engraven, kneeling, Richard Mid- 
dleton, Governor of Denbigh Castle, and Jane his wife, daugh- 
ter of Hugh Dryhurst of Denbigh. She died Dec. 3, 1565, 
aged 40 ; he, Feb. §, 1575, aged 67. Behind him are nine sons, 
behind her seven daughters, all kneeling." Rhys Cain, in an 
Elegy on the Governor and his Lady, mentions the number of 
their offspring : — 

Mae cedyrn am eu codi, 

Ac o ry w hon, a'i gwr hi ; 

Naw mab rhoed,ym mhob rhediad, 

A saith loer — urddas wyth wlad. 
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The third son in this numerous progeny was the celebrated 
Captain William Middleton, the Gwilym Ganoldrev of Welsh 
literature and prosody. 

The fourth son was Sir Thomas Middleton, Lord Mayor of 
London, and the purchaser of the Chirk Castle estate from a Lord 
St. John of Bletso. 

The sixth in my M.S. (the fifth according to Mr. Pennant and 
Mr. Yorke) was Sir Hugh, the great miner and engineer ; who, 
though dying poor himself, enriched thousands, by bringing the 
New River to London. 

Foulk Middleton -of Plas Newydd was succeeded by his son 
Richard, who was followed by two more in succession of the same 
name. Hugh Morus, the bard of Ceiriog, whom Mr. Lewis 
Morris stiles the " Comet of the 17th century," was a welcome 
and frequent visitor with the Middletons of Plas Newydd. An 
Ode to Richard Middleton, an Elegy on the death of his wife, 
Barbara Wynn of Melai, and a beautiful New Year's Calenda- 
rium, to Miss Ann Middleton, are among his manifold and ex- 
cellent productions. This branch of the Middletons ended in an 
heiress, the sister of the last Richard, who married Thomas Me- 
redi, Esq. of Pentre' Bychan, near Wrexham ; from whom this 
ancient property was transferred to the Myddeltons of Chirk 
Castle, where it continued until the late unfortunate division in 
the family, when Moeliwrch and Plas Newydd came into the 
possession of the present hospitable inhabitants. 

Two of the Middletons of Plas Newydd were Sheriffs for the 
county of Denbigh — Foulk Middleton in 1619, and Richard 
Middleton in 1650. Huw Morus, in one of his poems, says, that 
the latter had suffered much in the service of his Sovereign * ; — 
therefore his sheriffalty must be considered as an acknowlegement 
of his services from the then ruling power — the Parliament. 

Thomas ab F.lywelyn, the younger son of Moeliwrch, on the 
division of the estate, as before related, settled upon the portion 
awarded to him in Llys Dyn wallawn. The third in lineal descent 
from him was William Maurice of Cefn y Braich, an able anti- 
quary, and the industrious collector of the library of manuscripts 
now at Wynrwtay. He was descended, maternally, from Lowri, 

* " I cbwi Risiart wycb rasa*], 
Miltwn, daw miliwti 4 ma*l } 
Enairi y Miityniaid di, 
A'u cu flaenor cyflawna ; 
Da oedd ffydd, er diodde' (Tin, 
Gwaed f ich bron gyda 'ch brenm." 
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sister of Owain Glyndwr; and, what is singularly coincident, he/ 
married Lsetitia, a descendant of Glyndwr's successful opponent, 
Henry Bolinbroke. She was a Kynaston of Morton, descended 
from the Greys of Powys, and the Greys from Antigony, daugh- 
ter of Humphrey Duke of Gloucester, fourth son of Henry IV. 
" Mae 'r achau gorau 'n grych — drwy 'gilydd 
Iw gweled yn fynych ; 
O adrodd a hir edrych, 
Y gwael sydd deiryd i'r gwych." 
Mr. William Maurice was so devoted to Welsh literature that 
he erected, close to his house at Cefn y Braich, a lofty pile of 
three stories high, for his library ; where he immured himself the 
greater part of his time. It was called the " Study," but is now 
in ruins. From what I recollect of it, and of a print in an old 
Oxford Almanack of " Friar Bacon's Study " in that University, 
I judge the one to have been ajhc simile of the other. 

This assiduous antiquary died from about 1680 to 1690. His 
daughter and heiress, Lsetitia, married David Williams of Glan 
Alaw, in the isle of Anglesey, Esq. Their grand-daughter mar- 
ried one of the Meyricks of Bodorgan, who sold both estates. That 
in Llan-Silin is now the joint property of Mrs. Edwards and Mr . 
Poole. 

1 am aware, that I have been rather tedious, and perhaps tire- 
some to my readers, in giving this historical sketch of the family 
of Ieuan Vychan of Moeliwrch, a family so little known in the an- 
nals of war and turbulent politics; but, like the heroes of the 
Iliad, their deeds are perpetuated only in verse : and I cannot 
deny myself the pleasure of wishing, that I could have been pre- 
sent when Hywel or Llywelyn presided at a Bardic Congress in 
the hall of Moeliwrch. One of the Bards *, in his poem, com- 
pares Hywel and his gifted associates with the far-famed Arthur 
and his Knights, encircling the festive round taWe on the banks 
of the river Usk. As me present worthy Vicar of Silint has 
access to most of the Moeliwrch poems, written in the 15th and 
I6th centuries, he would discharge a debt, due to the memory of 
the worthies who were the subjects of them, were he to publish 
the collection, illustrated with his notes, critical and historical. 

I now proceed to other descendants of Ieuan Vychan, of Moel- 
iwrch. His son Gruffj dd married the heiress of Aber Tanat. 

* leu. Gruff. Llywelyn. 

f The Rev. David Richards.— Ed. 
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For three generations his descendants assumed the surname of 
Llwyd * The son of the last Llwyd, Thomas, took the name of 
Taoat, from the river flowing close below his house. From the 
Tanats the estate passed, by marriage, to the Godolphins, a 
Cornish family ; and from them, by the will of Lord Godolphin, 
to the noble family of Osborne. 

A collateral branch of the Tanats settled at Blodvoel; an 
heiress married a Mathews of Court ; and the heiress of the Ma- 
thews a Bridgeman, ancestor of Lord Bradford, the present 
owner. The Tanats of Trewylan and Broxton were of the same 
stock. The family of Llan Gedwyn, whose Inst heiress, Cathe- 
rine, married Owain Vychan of Llwydiarth, the Powells of 
Whittington, and the Maurices of Trev Edryd were of the same 
branch. 

Other scions of the Moeliwrch stock took root at Llwyth Ter in 
Llan Armon, and at Pant Glas Isav in the adjoining parish of 
Llsin Gadwaladr. Elizabeth, the daughter and heiress of Moms 
Lewis of Pant Glas Isav, married Moras Jones of Dol in Edeyr- 
nion, and were the ancestors of the Joneses afterwards of Rhagat 

and Cevn Coch in the vale of Clwyd. The family of 

Jones, Esq. of Bryn Eisteddvodd, near Conway, by his first mar- 
riage, are descendants «f this branch. From a brother of Moras 
Lewis, of Pant Glas, descended the Hngheses of Cevn Llyvnog, 
n»w represented by Mrs. Pryse of Llan Si. Ffraid, rn Montgo- 
meryshire. Mary, daughter of another brother of Moras Lewis, 
married E. Richards of Pentre' Heilyn LJcha'. 

2. Moms, son of Ieuan Gethin: — His son Hywel married the 
heiress of Glas-Goed, the fourth in descent from Einion Gethin o 
Gj'nllaith, and he the fifth from Rhiwallon, brother of Bleddyn 
ab Cynvyn, who fell in the battle of Mechain, in the year 1060. 
John, the great grandson of Hywel, took the surname of Kyffin, 
from his ancestor Madog Kyffin. His grandson, John Kyffln, 
sold Glas-Goed to his father's brother, Gruffydd Kyffin, the father 
of Watkin Kyffin, Esq., whose daughter Margaret married Sir 
William Williams, Speaker of the House of Commons in the two 
last Parliaments of Charles II., father of Sir William Williams, 
Bart, of Glan Vordav, the great grandfather of the present Ba- 

* Af ddyw Sul, foddus aelwyd, 
Af ddydd Llun at Ddafydd Llwyd ; 
Af ddy w-Mawrtli, fi oiid'yma, . 
Af beunyd at Ddafydd dda. 

GliTO v Gj.vh. 
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ronet, Sir W. \V. Wynn of Wynnstay. The first Sir William 
served in Parliament for the City of Chester, and the Borough of 
Beaumaris, successively *. He died in London on the 10th of 
July 1700, aged 66, and was buried in the chancel of Llan-Silin, 
where a noble monument has been erected to his memory, with a 
Latin inscription, copied at length in the Appendix to Mr. Yorke's 
Royal Tribes, No. XX. p. 175. 

The bardic monuments, more durable than those either of 
marble or bronze f, erected to the memory of individuals of this 
family, are Verses addressed to Sir William, the Speaker, on 
his abilities and success in his several legal avocaions, by Huw 
Morus, and an Elegy on the death of his lady, the heiress of 
Glas-Goed,in the year 1705, by Etis Roland. 
***** 
Duw co! — ni flodeua coed 
Na glwysgerdd yn y Glasgoed • 
Och ry gaeth ! yn iach roi gwin, 
Llun na Sul yn Llan-Silin. 
* * * # » 
Some MSS. inform us, that the stock of this branch, Morus ab 
Ieuan Gethin, resided " in a stately mansion at Garth Eryr, in 
Mochnant. His son William succeeded him at Garth Eryr ; and, 
owing to some act or intrigue of his in the cause of his country, it 
is said that the Arghcyddi Gleision were sent by the King, with a 
commission to arrest him upon a plea of treason ; and, when they 
failed of laying hands upon him, they set fire to his mansion, 
which was never rebuilt." — Old MS. 

Other descendants from Morus ab Ieuan Gethin are the Kyffins 
of Maenan, and St. Martins; and the Lloyds of Aston and 
Maesbre. 

The Lloyds of Bodlith have been already noticed as united Is 
the Wynns of Moeliwrch. 

The Lloyds of Moelvre are still in possession of their ancient 
inheritance. 

The Lloyds of Lloran isa% in this parish, were also descended 
from Morus. From the Lloyds the estate passed to the Griffiths. 
The last heiress of that name married Powell, Esq. of Gun- 
grog, near Welshpool, who left two daughters, co-heiresses; the 

» Mr. Yorke (Koyal Tribes, p. 114) adds, that be also represented the 
County of Caernarvon ; n*t F have it from good authority that the Member 
for Caernarvonshire at that time was another of the same name. 

t monnmentum are perennius. — Mm. 
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youngest married Robert Lloyd, Esq. of Oswestry, and left no 
issue ; and the latter married Jenkin Parry, Esq. of Main, near 
Meivod, whose daughter, Mrs. Margaret Parry of Glan yr Avon, 
near Oswestry, is, out of a numerous family, the only surviving 
representative of the house of Lloran isa'. 

The Lloyds of Talwrn, in Llan-Silin, were descendants of Mo- 
rns. Talwrn is now the property of T. Longueville Jones, Esq. 
of Oswestry. 

Lloran Ganol estate, in this parish, was the property of John, 
son of Moras Goch o Gynllaith. Ieuan his son, upon some of* 
fence given by him to Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, to whom 
Queen Elizabeth had granted the Lordships of Denbigh, Chink, 
and Cynllaith*, had his estate taken from him, and granted 
'* by charter" to John Chaliner, senior. Thomas Chaliner was 
in possession thereof in the reign of Charles II. as there is one 
of Huw Morus's poems addressed to him. 

Sir Robert Cotton, in his speech before the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, in the year 1695, when the Lordships of Denbigh, Brom- 
field, and Yale, were about to be made over by a grant from 
King William to the Earl of Rutland, said, that " when the Earl 
of Leicester had a grant of the Lordship of Denbigh, &c. he was 
so oppressive to the gentry of the country, that he occasioned 
them to take up arms, and to oppose bk» ; for which three or four 
of Lady Cotton's relations, the Salisbury*, were hanged." If so, 
Ieuan of Lloran Ganol might have considered himself fortunate in 
escaping with only the confiscation of his landed property. The 
estate now belongs to Mrs. Davies, relict of the late Thomas Da- 
vies, Esq. of Oswestry. 

3. From Iolyn, son of Ieuan Gethin, are desended the Kyffins 
of Bodvach. Davydd, the third in descent from Iolyn, married 
the heiress of Bodvach, the seventh in descent from Celynin of 
Llwydiarth, and he the sixth from Aleth vr*nin Dyfed. The 
heiress of the Kyfruw married Adam Pryce, Esq. of Glan Miheli, 
a branch of the Pryces of New Town, and of the Rayal Tribe of 
Elystan Glodrydd. The heiress of the Pryces of Bodvach and 
Glan Miheli was the mother of the present Sir Edward Pryce 
Lloyd, Bart, of Pengwern. 

The Williamses of Maes Mochnant are also descended from 
Iolyn. 

4. The youngest son of Ieuan Gethin was Gruflydd, who inhe- 

* Dr. Powell's History of Wales, 1st Edit. p. 214. 
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rited the paternal mansion, and was the ancestor of the Mau- 
rices of Lloran Ucha' and Glan Gynllaith, both in this parish. By 
a monument in the northern aisle of the church, to the memory of 
David Maurice, Esq. of the latter house, we are informed that 
Glan Cynllaith or Pen y Bont was the seat or share of the third 
branch of the ancient house of Lloran Ucha, upon a division of 
that estate amongst eight sons, about the year 1500; being the 
sixth division of the Lloran Ucha estate amongst sons from the 
year 1200 to the year 1560. David Maurice died in IT19. The 
Lloran Ucha estate fell by heirship to his son Edward, who died 
without issue in 1732. His mother, Elizabeth, second daughter- 
of Robert Villiers, Lord Viscount Purbeck, and Baron of Stoke 
in the county of Bucks, erected the monument to the grateful 
memory of her husband and son. The united estates of Lloran 
and Pen y Bont, or Glan Cynlaith, then became the property of 
the heir at law to both, Price Maurice, Esq. the father of the 
present proprietor, Edward Corbet of Ynys-y-maen-gwyn, Esq. 
We have here an instance, or case in point, that the effects of 
the custom of gavel-kind are not, in all cases, so destructive to 
the entirety of estates as we may be led to imagine by a slight 
reflection. To the effects, to be apprehended, from such fre- 
quent divisions among brothers, Providence seems to have prin- 
ciples of counteraction in store, in failure of issue in some branches, 
and in the re-union of estates by marriages of heiresses of the 
same: gwektlyth, or stock. The Lloran estate, when united to 
that of Glan Cynllaith, in the beginning of the last century, after 
such frequent divisions from the 13th century downwards, was 
very ample in the counties of Denbigh and Montgomery ; which 
tends to militate against the supposition, that any thing like the 
Spencean system of minute division of landed property can ever 
become permanent. 

In closing the account of the Kyflms of Glasgoed in this pa- 
rish, I ought to have particularly noticed an ornament to his 
family and his country. Moras Kyffin was the second son of 
Richard Kyffin, Esq.: John, his elder brother, sold Glasgoed, as 
before related, to his uncle Gruffydd, father of Watkin Kyffin, 
Esq. Thomas Kyffin, A.M. younger brother of Moras, was Vicar 
of Wetshpoolin 1600, and of Abcr-Rhivr (Berriw), the neigh- 
bouring parish, in 1608. He built the vicarage-house at tbe 
latter place, as appears by the initials of his name, T. K., and the 
year (1616) over the hall-door. He died in 1622. Moms Kyf- 
fin, the patriot, and linguist, in his younger years, translated Te- 
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rence's Andria into English, and, afterward*, Bishop Jewell's 
Apologia Ecclesue Anglicarue into Welsh. He dedicated the 
work to his friend and kinsman, William Meredydd, and dated 
the Preface London, Oct. 1595. Two approved Welsh critics 
have lately given their opinion of his performance. In the Gam- 
brian Biography Mr. O. W. Pughe stiles Moras Kyffin " The 
elegant Translator," &c. ; and I am informed, that Mr. Edward 
Williams (lolo Morganwg), on being asked, at the Eisteddvod 
held at Caerraarthen in July 1819, " What Welsh publication he 
considered as the standard of the language ?" answered without 
hesitation, " Moras Kyffin's translation of Bishop Jewell's Apo- 
logy." This excellent man, as we learn from his excellent Pre? 
face, intended a translation of the Psalms into Welsh verse, for 
the use of Churches. He has left us samples of his proficiency 
iii versification, in Epigrams upon the Castle of Crug-caeth in 
Caernarvonshire, and Nant yr Yygolion, an Avemian chasm in 
Cy veiliog. The following englyn, to welcome the cuckoo in 
spring, may serve for a specimen : — 

Croesaw G6g odidog dy adail — coed, 

Croesaw ceidwad glasddail, 

Croesaw pencerdd bron werdd-ddail, 

Croesaw Duw — cares y dail. 
Kyffin's *f Apology" underwent a new edition, in Oxford, in 
1671, under the care, and at the expense, of another zealous 
friend fe the Principality, and another native of this parish, viz. 
Charles Edwards, of the family of Rhyd y Croesau, related to 
the Edwardses of Great Ness, and Garth Eryr. He was a theo- 
logical writer of respectability. His principal work was Hanet 
y Ffydd, or a History of Christianity, which passed through se- 
veral editions. In an Appendix to one of them he has collected 
extracts from the works of the ancient Welsh Bards, to shew that 
their tenets were orthodox ; and that the primitive British Church 
was independent of that of Rome, In his comparisons between 
Hebrew and Welsh phrases it does not appear that he has been 
more successful than others, who, upon such occasions, have given 
too loose reins to their fancy. 

Huw Moras, the poet, as he is emphatically called, because he 
excelled all others in the smooth and flowing awen of song writ- 
ing, was also a native of this parish. He was born at Pont y 
Meibion, in the valley of Ceiriog, in the year 1622. He died in 
1709, as appears from his tomb-stone in the church-yard; having 
vol. I. 3d 
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lived in six reigns, exclusive of the period of the Commonwealth. 
His songs, carols, and other pieces, some hundreds in number, 
and many of thera adapted to the times, have been recently col- 
lected ; and, as I am informed, will be speedily published *. To 
these I add Roger KySn (o Lwydd y Waun) : Tomas Prys of 
Plas Iolyn, the Lucretius of his day, and himself a gentleman, 
enumerates this Ky.lin as one out forty-four in a catalogue of 
bards of respectability, in the reign of Elizabeth, who wrote for 
the sake of the pleasures of the awen, and not for hire, like the 
itinerant rhymers f. 

John Davies, author of a small tract, published in the year 
1716, called "Heraldry Displayed" was a native of Rhiwlas 
in this parish. His sister married Jacob Reynolds of Chirk; whose 
son, John Reynolds, of Oswestry, having possession of his uncle 
John Davies's collection of MSS. published a -ito. Book of Pedi- 
grees in 1739. 

These two works, with Mr. Yorke's Royal Tribes of Wales, 
and the " Genealogy of King James the 1st," are the only pub- 
lications we have of the kind. 

To the foregoing authors, natives of this parish, who have long 
ag» rested from their labours, I am informed by a friend that I 
may add a late writer of celebrity, descended from Gruffydd, son 
of Ieuan Gethin, of Lloran Ucha, in this parish — the Rev. Thomas 
Maurice, formerly of University College, Oxford, the indefatigable 
learned author of " Indian Antiquities," in seven volumes, 8vo., 
the " Ancient and Modern History of India," in several volumes, 
4to., with other other productions in verse and prose. 

Of the same house and came was the very Rev. Andrew Mau- 
rice, Dean of St. Asaph. Anthony a Wood and Brown Willis 
say, that he was " a gentleman's son of Denbighshire, of Oriel 
College, afterwards Chaplain of AH Soul's College, Oxford, 
instituted Dean of St. Asiph, Aug. 28, 1634,— on the nomination 
of Sir Maurice Abbott, Knt. executor of Archbishop Abbott, 
who took this deaory as Lis option, — by Bishop John Owen. He 
had several other church preferments, but was ejected out of all in 
the great rebellion, and, dying in 1653, was buried privately in 
the Cathedral Church of St. Asaph, as Bishop Owen had been 
in 1651." — To this account I may add, that Dean Maurice was 

» Sec Cambro- Bit itch, No. 6, p. 239.— Fd. 

f See this Catalogue cf nutnors within the four counties of Anglesey, 
Caernarvon, Denbigh ami Meiriouydd in theGrea/, No. 3, p. 105. 
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the third son of Morus ab Meredydd, of Lloran Ucha, in this pa- 
rish, the eighth in lineal descent from leuan Gethin. The Dean 
and his brothers were the first of the house that assumed Maurice 
as a permanent family surname. 

Idris. 

[To be continued.] 



CRITICISM. 

The Gododin and the Odes of the Months, translated from the 
Welsh. 12mo. pp. 113. 4s. 1820. 

It has happened, very unfortunately for the literary fame of 
Wales, that no popular translations, to any extent, have yet ap- 
peared of her ancient bardic remains. The Muse of Gray has, 
indeed, communicated her wonted lustre to one or two specimens; 
but what poetical merit these may have gained by this metamor- 
phosis has evidently been purchased at the expence of fidelity. Yet, 
as Gray's versions are known to have been founded in translations, 
that were far from being perfectly accurate, his failure in this re- 
spect ought to be viewed with the most indulgent consideration. 
Indeed his attempts are even entitled to our gratitude, as seeming 
to prove what he would have achieved, had an acquaintance with 
the original language enabled him to prosecute his enterprise with 
a fairer chance of success. His genius was, in every way, adapt- 
ed to the interesting design, marked, as it was, by that energy of 
thought and by those flashes of fancy, which are also characteristic 
of the ancient strains of the Cy mry. But Gray is no more : and, 
indeed, were he now living, there is little probability, that he 
would hare survived the narrow prejudice of his countrymen with 
respect to the Welsh language. And, without having done this, 
however brilliant his genius, he must have wanted an essential 
qualification as a translator of our ancient poetry. 

This prejudice, entertained by the English with respect to our 
national literature, has, no doubt, proved extremely unfavour- 
able to its interests : and it forms, at the same time, an unac- 
countable anomaly in the character of a people, by whom the 
intellectual stores of other countries have, in general, been so 
justly appreciated. With the exception of Wales, there is per- 
haps no nation, whose standard productions have not received 
an English dress in most cases sommensurate with their merit. 
Even the ancient remains of the Erse, Icelandic, and Runic poe- 



